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Bumblebee Class 

Title The Great Fire of London 

Overview The aim of this unit is to study a significant event beyond living memory. 
Children will understand the key features of this event using a range of 
sources. Children will also learn about the significant individuals of ‘Samuel 
Pepys’ and ‘Christopher Wren’. Children will be using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time. Children will ask and answer 
questions to demonstrate understanding.   
EYFS (Current Curriculum)  

 Children talk about past events  
EYFS (New Curriculum)   

 To know some similarities and differences between things in the past 
and now  

 To recall important narratives, characters and figures from the past 
and encountered in books read in class.  

Vocabulary  old, fire, diary, smoke, Tudor, London, baker, bread, oven, fireman, leather 
bucket, narrow, burning, river, water, new, rebuilt 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know the significant event of the GFOL  
 To use sources such as pictures to try to answer questions about the 

past.   
 To use sources such as pictures to find out about the past.  
 To sequence key features of this event  
 To verbally talk about / re-tell the events / story of the Great Fire of 

London 
 To understand the causes of the GFOL  
 To understand how and why the fire spread  
 To learn how the Great Fire was fought  
 To know about the rebuilding of London 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Watch the ‘Magic Grandad’ Clip - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VarSSAwiimU  

 Watch the animated clip of London in the past - 
https://www.literacyshed.com/puddinglane.html  

 Use pictures of houses from then and now and talk about the 
differences and similarities between homes then and now.  

 Build a Tudor Home  
 Set up a 1666 London Scene and recreate the GFOL 

 Children to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through 
role playing the event, drawing pictures of what happened, being able 
to talk about this event and writing about what happened as a story.  
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Title Who do you think you are?  

Overview The aim of this unit is to study significant changes within 
children’s living memory focusing on themselves and family. 
Within this unit we will also link to changes beyond their 
living memory to allow children to observe further changes 
and make more comparisons. Children will be using 
common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
Children will ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding.   
EYFS (Current Curriculum)  

 Children talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and lives of family members  

EYFS (New Curriculum)  
 To talk about the lives of people around them and 

their roles in society  
 To know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now by drawing on their own 
experiences  

Vocabulary  old, new, young, days, months, family tree, grandparents, 
the same, different 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand how they and their family have 
changed 

 To tell the difference between the past and present 
in their own and other people’s lives.   

 To create a personal chronological framework  
 To identify similarities and differences between 

ways of life from different periods. 
 To recall stories and memories from the past  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Complete a family tree  
 Talk about how we have changed from babies to 

now  
 Linked ‘Show and Tell’ focus sessions 
 Display of children when they were babies  
 Use pictures and artefacts to support children in 

being able to talk about and describe differences 
between themselves now and from the past.  

 Discuss changes beyond their living memory 
(parents and grandparents – toys and homes)   

 Children to draw examples of them as a baby and 
now to show how they have changed. Children to 
use photos of them in the past and now and be 
able to write a sentence to explain how they have 
changed.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Title Travelling through time – The History of Transport  

Overview The aim of this unit is to understand the changes in transport over time. 
Children will learn about significant events and people who contributed to the 
development of transport. Children will be using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. Children will ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding.   
EYFS (Current Curriculum)  

 Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and 
lives of family members  

EYFS (New Curriculum)  
 To know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now 
 To recall important narratives, characters and figures from the past 

and encountered in books read in class. 

Vocabulary  old, new, transport, wheel, horse, carriage, bicycle, steam engine, train, car, 
van, lorry, aeroplane, engine 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know the transport that was used in the past  
 To use sources such as pictures to answer questions about transport 

from the past.   
 To use sources such as pictures to find out about what transport was 

like in the past compared to today’s transport.  
 To know the range of transport we have now 
 To understand the purpose of transport  
 To look at a significant individual within transport  
 To compare transport from the past to now (Walking, animals, 

wooden wheels, horses and carriages, steam engines and 
combustion engines) 

 To discuss how transport has changed people’s lives (look at a local 
town/village)  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Natural History Museum   
 East Anglian Museum of Transport (Stowmarket)  
 Create a timeline of transport  
 Visitor to talk about transport in the past  
 Local Transport events  
 Local Transport Tally  
 Children to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through 

drawing and writing about transport from the past and transport we 
have today.  

 Children are given opportunities to talk about transport from the past 
and transport used today including: their likes and dislikes, 
similarities and differences and uses for transport.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Title Jurassic World  

Overview The aim of this unit is to look at the significant past time period of the ‘Jurassic 
World’. Children will understand some of the ways in which we find out about 
the past and the way that this is represented. Children will be using common 
words and phrases relating to the passing of time. Throughout this unit 
children will ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding.   
EYFS (Current Curriculum)  

 Children talk about the features of their own environment and how 
environments might vary from another  

 Children talk about past events 
EYFS (New Curriculum)  

 To know some similarities and differences between things in the past 
and now  

 To recall important narratives, characters and figures from the past 
and encountered in books read in class. 

Vocabulary  old, years, extinct, dinosaurs, meteor, fossil, scales, dinosaur names, 
herbivore, carnivore 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know when dinosaurs existed  
 To be able to name dinosaurs and know their characteristics  
 To know that fossils prove the existence of dinosaurs  
 To know when dinosaurs became extinct  
 To know why dinosaurs became extinct  
 To know who William Walker/Mary Anning is  
 To know about the discoveries that William Walker/ Mary Anning 

made  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Dinosaur Park  
 Create an information leaflet  
 Dinosaur Dig  
 Truth or myth bones activity  
 Use pictures and artefacts to help children understand this period in 

history and how we can use these to help us find out about what 
happened in the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehog Class  

Title The Gunpowder Plot 

Overview The aim of this unit is for the children to understand how events of the past impacted 
on life in Britain today and how and why people in the past acted as they did.   
By the end of the unit, the children will have an in depth knowledge and understanding 
of the Gunpowder Plot. The children will be taught about what life was like in 1605; 
how King James 1 made laws against people who were Catholics and the impact this 
had on those people.  They will know the story of the Gunpowder plot itself and the 
consequences of it being uncovered.   

Vocabulary  parliament           priest           century  
Christian              plot              before 
Protestant            cellar           after / later  
Catholic               treason        past / present  
gunpowder          decade 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand what life was like 400 years ago in 1605. 
 To know how King James 1 treated people who were Catholic and the impact 

this had on those people.  
 To understand what parliament is and what it was like in 1605 compared to 

today.  
 To know who Robert Catesby and Guildo Fawkes were and to use evidence to 

explain reasons for why they acted as they did.  
 To know the story of the Gunpowder Plot 
 To sequence and recount the events from the Gunpowder Plot  
 To know how the Gunpowder Plot was discovered and the consequences this 

had in 1605 and the impact on life today. 
 To explore at least two versions of the Gunpowder Plot and to begin to 

understand why there might be differences in these accounts.  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Role play / Hot Seat how Catholic people felt at the time.  
 Answer questions like: ‘What was it like…, How did…, How long…m What did, 

why did..’ 
 Write a diary entry as a Catholic Priest hiding in a Priest hole.  
 Role play / Hot Seat King James 1 and try to persuade him to change the laws 

against Catholics.  
 To debate what they should do about King James 1. 
 To draw and label a diagram / picture of parliament, it’s cellars, where King 

James would have been seated and where the gunpowder was planted.  
 Write a letter to the King warning him about the gunpowder plot.  
 Diary entry as Guy Fawkes 
 To write an account of the Gunpowder Plot, before, during and after.  
 PSHE – is it right to burn ‘guys’ on a bonfire? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Title Explorers 

Overview The aim of this unit of work is to provide the children with knowledge of significant 
individuals who have had national and international achievements.  We will focus on 
famous explorers, who have explored new lands, mountains, underwater, flight and 
space.  They will develop an understanding of the significance of these achievements; the 
characteristics these people must have had to carry out these expeditions and when they 
took place.  The children will also establish an understanding of the many ways we can 
find out about what happened in the past.       

Vocabulary  explorer           navigate / navigator       attempt         survival 
expedition       success                          journey         discover/y        
polar                starved/starvation          travel            crew 
past, present, recently, before, after, now, then, later – time words relating to 
chronological order.  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know ways that we can find out about the past, with a focus on explorers.  
Exploring New Lands: 

 To know who Christopher Columbus and how and when he discovered America.  
 To know who Capitan Cook was and his contributions to ‘mapping’ the South 

Pacific (Australia and New Zealand)  
 To know who Scott and Shakleton were and the significance of their expeditions.  

Exploring High Ground and Underwater: 
 To know about those who attempted and succeeded in climbing Mount Everest 

(focus on the stories of George Mallory, Reinhold Messner and Sir Edmund 
Hillary)/  

 To know about those who have explored the depths our oceans; focus on the 
equipment used. 

 To find out about humans and Beebe and Barton – the first humans (1930) and 
James Cameron and Deepsea Challenger (2012). 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Have a range of photos and any other sources of information we can find to show 
the children the ways in which we can find out about the past. Include items which 
wouldn’t help.  

 Children to order objects that would have been used in these expeditions (old – 
modern equipment). Use these to describe the differences between then and 
now.  

 Use information such as pictures, artefacts, newspaper reports, fact files for the 
children to use to describe these past expeditions.  

 Each child to have a timeline to complete as we go along so that they can 
develop an understanding of when these expeditions took place.  This will help 
the children to use and recall dates with increasing accuracy.   

 To invite Duncan …. (a local explorer who completed an expedition to the South 
Pole with Prince Harry)  

 Children to write a letter to Tim Peak or another modern-day explorer.  
 To write diary entries, imagining what it would be like to enter the unknown.  
 Answer questions such as ‘How did, How long, Why, Who, What did they do 

for…’ 
 Use drama – children to interview past explorers (hot seating).  



 

 Use maps to illustrate and mark the journeys these explorers made.  
 Create a book – throughout the topic, the children add to a book – recording 

information about each explorer (a mini biography), include a timeline to show 
when the expeditions happened and a map to show where they took place.  

 

 

Title Castles  

Overview The aim of this unit is for the children to understand the significance of castles 
throughout history. The children will begin by looking at the purpose of castles and the 
changing construction and engineering of these. Children will ask and answer their own 
questions, including investigating why castles changed in design. Children will use a 
range of sources to research. Children will learn about what life why was like living in a 
castle including how these magnificent structures were attacked and defended. Learning 
will be brought to life by exploring a significant castle in their own locality. 

Vocabulary  castle                weapons                 enemies               attack              defend              
moat                 drawbridge              battlements          barbican          portcullis                 
tower                 arrows                    arrow loops          drawbridge      rocks murder holes     
scaling ladder        catapult                 siege tower     Lord battering ram     lady                       
constable               steward          marshal             knights               servants                
stone castle          chamberlain    palisade 
wooden motte and bailey                curtain wall           Concentric castle 
past /present  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know the purpose of a castle  
 To know the parts of a castle  
 To know the different types of castles that were built  
 To learn about the weapons used to defend and attack a castle  
 To name the people who may live in a castle and understand their role  
 To explore a significant castle in our own locality  
 To learn about a famous battle  
 To understand how castles have changed over time 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Give children the vocabulary at the beginning and end of the topic and see if 
they can improve their use and understanding of these terms.  

 Ask questions about what they would like to learn/find out about 
 Ask questions such as ‘What happened…, How did people…, What was it 

like…’ 
 Label a diagram of a castle  
 To use a range of information sources to research and answer questions  
 Create their own non-fiction text to make a class information book – give 

children the choice of how best to present the information.  
 Role Play castle life  
 Use construction materials to build the different types of castles  
 Have pretend battles  
 Visit a local castle (Orford/Framlingham/Norwich)  
 Learn about the Battle of Hastings  
 To have a debate  
 Recreate the ‘Bayeux Tapestry’  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Title Victorians 

Overview To aim of this unit is for the children to know that life wasn’t the same and to understand 
how life has changed over the last 100 years.  We will focus on what was life was like for 
children of the same age as them; what Queen Victoria was like and the significant 
things that happened when she was Queen.     

Vocabulary  Monarch              past  
Victorian             slate and chalk                    factory                    rich 
Era                      whip and top                       washboard             poor  
Cane                  Penny Black                         poverty          workhouse 
Mining                Dunce hat                     mangle                  orphan 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know some ways to find out about the past 
 To know who the Victorians were 
 To learn about Queen Victoria 
 To compare Victorian toys to our own 
 To know about the lives of Victoria Children – work / school  
 To compare and describe the differences between the lives of rich and poor.  
 To compare our homes with Victorian homes 
 To learn about how transport changed during the Victorian times 
 To compare our Christmas traditions to Victorians Christmas traditions.   

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Children to use pictures, artefacts, diaries, fact files to describe the differences 
between now and then and to describe this past era.  

 Give children the opportunity to decide which sources would be best to use to 
find out how these such as homes, schools, transport, building, clothes etc have 
changed.  

 Ask questions such as ‘How did people…, What was it like… ‘What did people 

do for…, ‘How long ago…’ 

 Victorian dress up day! Children to experience what life was like in school for 
Victorian children.  

 Children to compare Victorian toys to their own.  
 Play some of the Victorian games on the playground.  
 Job adverts for Victorian jobs 
 Compare and contrast Victorian and modern- day school life. Write a diary entry 

about your school day.  
 Draw and label a Victorian kitchen. 
 Timeline of Victorian transport changing.  
 Children make a Christmas cracker / card 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Barn Owl Class  

Title The Blitz  

Overview The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of the events leading up to and during 
World War Two. Pupils should be able to order events chronologically. They will be able to 
follow key narratives over the time period and make connections between cause and effect. 
Pupils will be able to compare children’s lives from then to now as well as those who were 
and were not evacuated.  

Vocabulary  Time line  
Century  
Decade 
Primary and secondary sources  
Reliable sources  
19th, 20th and 21st century  
Before Christ  
After Death  
Blitz 
Air raid siren  
Rationing 
Evacuee 
Anderson shelter, Morison shelter, Mass air raid shelter  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 L.O. To understand when WW2 took place and compare these to other eras using key 
vocabulary (century, decade, BC, AD) 

 L.O To understand when WW2 happened in context of centuries and other eras from 

the 19th  (Victorian), 20th (WW2) and 21st century (2001 – present day).  

 LO: To understand the causes and consequences for WW2 and place some key events 
in chronological order.  

 LO: To place key historical events in the correct order using a timeline.  
 LO: To understand the difference between primary and secondary sources and to 

choose the most reliable sources to answer questions.  
 LO: To find out about the experiences of children who were evacuated during WW2 
 LO: To show an understanding of the experiences of children during evacuation 
 LO: To understand the experiences of people who were not evacuated 
 LO: To answer the question: ‘What was the blackout?’ And compare types of bomb 

shelter  
 LO: To communicate understanding of how people protecting themselves during the 

Blitz 
 LO: To understand the effects of the Blitz and how people’s behaviour was changed by 

it and how it has effected life today.  
 LO: To understand why rationing was introduced and that it was a major change for the 

people of Britain. 
 To understand how propaganda posters were used to represent ideas and to persuade 

others.  

 L.O. To evaluate and consider different versions of the same event and to understand 
why there could be different accounts. 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Drawing and labelling a variety of diagrams of bomb shelters. 
 Exploration of primary resources and recounts of life during the blitz. 
 Make a ration book and evaluate how it changed the lives of people in Britain   
 Matching and comparing lifestyles of children during the war to modern day.  



 

 Evacuation day (whole day in the life on an evacuee) 
 Explore propaganda posters and make their own. 
 Create an information text and/or 3D model of a bomb shelter.  
 Use sources to answer questions.  

 Provide children the opportunities to discuss and choose the most appropriate ways to 
present information. 

 

 

Title Land of the Pharaohs  

Overview The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of the events during Ancient Egyptian 
time period. Pupils should be able to record events chronologically. They will be able to make 
comparisons between the time periods of then and now. Pupils will explore how even in a 
difficult climate, famous monuments were created and farming was successful. Pupils will 
have a good understanding of how we were able to learn about the Ancient Egyptians from 
what they left behind.  

Vocabulary  Pharaoh 
Mummification  
After life  
Canopic jars 
Sarcophagus  
Pyramid 
Hieroglyphics  
River Nile  
Artefact   

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 L.O: To understand the mummification process 
 L.O: To explore Egyptian Gods. 
 L.O: To compare farming methods in Ancient Egypt to now.  
 L.O: Order key events in Ancient Egypt  
 L.O: To understand the importance of the Nile in Ancient Egypt  
 L.O: To understand different jobs in Ancient Egypt  
 L.O: To explore the tomb of Tutankhamun.  
 L.O: To choose the most reliable sources to answer questions. 
 L.O: To use artefacts to learn about the people, social and culture of Ancient Egypt  
 L.O: To understand beliefs in Ancient Egypt about life after death.  

 L.O: To understand how people communicated in writing  
Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Begin by the children asking a range of questions about the Ancient Egyptians.  
 Exploration of primary and secondary resources to learn about life in Ancient Egypt. 
 Explore how a Shadoof and other tools were used for effective farming  
 Crate an information text about the mummification process.  
 Explore the tomb of famous pharaohs and record findings.  
 Matching and comparing lifestyles to people of Ancient Egypt and today.  
 Explore how writing was used to communicate key ideas.  
 Use sources to answer questions. 

 Provide children the opportunities to discuss and choose the most appropriate ways 
to present information, particularly for an audience.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Title Invaders and settlers – Saxons and Vikings  

Overview In this topic, pupils will begin by exploring Britain before the Viking invasion – comparing what 
had been left after the Romans. We will then explore the power struggle in Britain between the 
seven Anglo Saxon kingdoms during this time period. Moving forward, we will explore the 
reasons for the Viking invasions, where they came from and how this affected Britain. After 
locating place names in our local area derived from this time period, we will then learn about 
King Alfred and his role in History. We will then learn more about Viking life once settled in 
Britain leading into how England became a unified country. Finally, we will explore the end of the 
Viking/Saxon era in Britain focussing on King Edmunds death and the battle of Hastings.  

Vocabulary   Empire 
Pillage 
Emperor   
Barbarian  
Rebellion  
Raid 
Settlement  
Kingdom 
Invasion  
Scandinavia  
Hostile  
Priory  
Trible  
Long boat  
Wattle  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand when the Vikings and Anglo Saxons periods too place and sequence 
these against our historical periods.  

 To explore what Britain was like before the first Viking invasions. 
 To find out about the Viking invasions of Britain. 
 To find out about the Viking settlement of Britain and how this affected the Anglo 

Saxons. 
 I can locate villages with Viking heritage 
 To find out why King Alfred was dubbed ‘Alfred the Great’.  
 To explore what life was like for Vikings living in Britain.  
 To find out how and when England became a unified country 

 To find out about the end of the Anglo-Saxon and Viking era in Britain. 
 To describe and compare features of the Saxons and Vikings. 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Visits to Sutton and West Stowe  
 To explore seven Anglo-Saxon kingdoms and find out what life was like for everyday 

Anglo-Saxons in the period directly before the Viking invasions. 
 Study the Origin of the Vikings – including why they chose to come to England (Attack 

on Lindisfarne 793) 
 Identify power struggles between the Vikings/Saxons and how a peace treaty was 

eventually signed to give control of the northeast of England to the Vikings.   
 Use maps of the local area to identify places names linked to the Saxon/Viking era.  
   Explore the reign of Alfred the Great, exploring how he helped create a unified 

England. 
 Investigate what everyday life was like for the Vikings who settled in England. They will 

consider how this may have been similar to and different from the lives of their Anglo-
Saxon counterparts – making comparisons to modern day life while considering how 
the Viking legacy is still seen in Britain today.   

 use fact cards to identify the role various people played and order events into a 
coherent chronological narrative - exploring how England became a unifies country.  

 Explore the events surrounding the death of King Edmund in 1016 and how this led to 



 

the Battle of Hastings and the Norman conquest – consider how the outcome of this 
battle shaped England.  

 

 

Title The Industrial Revolution  

Overview The key point for pupils to understand about the Industrial Revolution is that it had a 
transformative effect on the world. Through harnessing fossil fuels to power engines, factories 
and machines, the Industrial Revolution fundamentally changed the way that human beings 
live. This single innovation gave birth to the modern world. It is a topic of particular interest to 
Britain, as it was in Britain that the key inventions of the industrial revolution were first created: 
the cotton mill, the steam engine, and the train. This lesson should introduce pupils to a broad 
overview of industrialisation, and some key concepts.   

Vocabulary  Century  
Decade 
19th, 20th and 21st century  
Primary and secondary resources 
Revolution  
industrial  
cotton spinning  
steam engines  
canals  
components  
rotary motion  
barge  
pack horse  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 L.O: To explore the birth of the industrial revolution in Britain 
 To understand the difference between primary and secondary resources and to use 

the most reliable sources to answer questions.  
 L.O: To compare children’s lives from then and now (Child labour). 
 L.O: To understand the significance of cotton spinning becoming mechanised 
 L.O: To explore how steam engines were vital to the industrial revolution 
 L.O: Why coal and iron were so important to the time period.  
 L.O: Explore the impact canals had on the trade of Britain. 
 L.O: Study the first train lines built in Britain   
 L.O: To understand the role Lord Shaftesbury played in improving child welfare  

 L.O. To identify, demonstrate and explain the changes and why these changes 
occurred during this time period. 

 To explain how events from this time period has effected how we live today.  
Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Begin by the children asking a range of questions about the Industrial Revolution.  

 Order different inventions by time  
 Look at pre and post industrial revolution scenes and comment on similarities and 

differences. 
 Compare the two ways of producing cotton, and explain why the mill is so much more 

efficient, produces so much more cotton, and most importantly allows for cotton to be 
much cheaper. 

 Detailed diagram detailing the key components of a steam engine. 
 Study an animated diagram of a steam furnace to understand how it worked, and why 

it needed both coal, and rotary motion (provided by water or a steam engine).   
 Compare points of view for and against in relation to the building of railways and 

canals across Britain.  
 Compare and notate an image of a packhorse with an image of a horse pulling a 

barge in order to understand the significance of the canal.   
 Use primary and secondary sources to answer questions. 



 

 Provide children the opportunities to discuss and choose the most appropriate ways 
to present information.  

 

Otter Class 

Title Roman London 

Overview The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of what life was like in 
Roman London. The children will gain a chronological awareness of when the 
Romans conquered Britain and will be able to place this on a timeline of other 
historical events. They will devise their own questions about what life was like 
during this period and make comparisons with other historical periods. The 
children will also study a range of sources and think about what we can learn 
from these. 

Vocabulary  AD/BC, chronological, Romans, Celts, Boudicca, Caesar, Claudius, 
villa/palace, aqueduct, insulae, forum, Londinium, Iceni 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand when the Roman era was compared to other key 
periods such as Vikings, Anglo Saxons, Victorians, BD and AD. 

 To know when and how the Romans conquered Britain 
 To know why the Romans wanted to conquer Britain 
 To be able to explain the changes that the Romans made to Britain 
 To understand what life would have been like in London during this 

time. 
 To understand the main changes in this period of time, to give 

reasons for these changes supported by evidence.  
 To compare the differences between life in Roman Britain and life 

during the time of the Vikings.  
 To study a range of sources and discuss what we can learn from 

them.  
 To evaluate the usefulness and accurateness of a source and can 

select the most appropriate sources of evidence to use for different 
tasks.   

 To show an understanding that past has been represented and 
interpreted in different way and to suggest how and why this happens. 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Order key historical events of Britain on a timeline 
 Write diary entry from point of view of Roman soldier during time of 

invasion of Britain 
 Learn about ‘Romanisation’ of Britain – Visit Museum of London to 

discover how the city was built and what daily life was like for Romans 
 Writing opportunities about daily life 
 Label map of London with key places/buildings that were built 
 Children to look at historical sources and suggest what they can learn 

about life as a Roman from these. 
 Selects the most appropriate and reliable source of evidence for 

different tasks and to form their own opinion about key events. 
 Present information in the most appropriate way and can use a 

variety of ways to present information.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Title The History of Civil Rights 

Overview The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of the history of the Civil 
Rights movements. The children develop a chronological awareness of these 
key events of world history. They will understand how three significant figures 
within history (Martin Luther-King, Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela) fought for 
change and the impact that they had on the lives of others.  

Vocabulary  Slavery, segregation, racism, equality, African-American, Civil Rights 
Movement, Martin Luther-King, Rosa Parks, Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
protest, strike, Nelson Mandela, social, political, cultural  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand when the Civil Rights Movement occurred was 
compared to other key periods such as Victorians, BD and AD and 
today.  

 To understand how African Americans were treated differently in 
America 

 To know who Martin Luther-King was and what he did to fight for 
change 

 To know who Rosa Parks was and why she is a significant historical 
figure 

 To understand the effect that the Civil Rights movements had on 
people in America 

 To understand the main changes in this period of time, to give 
reasons for these changes supported by evidence.  

 To know who Nelson Mandela was and why he is a significant 
historical figure 

 To know why Nelson Mandela wanted to fight for change 
 To understand the effect that Nelson Mandela had on the lives of 

people in South Africa 
 To be able to describe this change in history and how these changes 

have effected life today.  
 To know that some evidence is propaganda, opinion or 

misinformation and how this affects interpretations of history.  
 To form own opinions about this historical event referring to a range 

of sources.  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Order key events of world history on a timeline  
 Learn about what life was like for African Americans before the Civil 

Rights movements began 
 Create non-chronological report about Martin Luther-King (research 

project to gather information) 
 Make comparisons between life in America before and after Martin 

Luther-King 
 Learn about Rosa Parks and the 1955 Bus Boycott (newspaper 

report) 
 Make comparisons between life in America and South Africa 
 Learn about Nelson Mandela – create non-chronological report about 

his life and the impact he had on people’s lives in South Africa. 



 

 Selects the most appropriate source of evidence for different tasks 
and to form their own opinion about key events. 

 Present information in the most appropriate way and can use a 
variety of ways to present information. 

 

 

 

Title The History of Flight 

Overview The aim of this unit is to develop an understanding of a key event in world 
history – the way in which the technology of flight has been discovered and 
developed. The children will devise questions about the change and 
significance that this technology has had on the world. They will learn about 
the significant people involved in the invention and development of flight and 
will describe the impact that this has had on life today.   

Vocabulary  Flight, purpose, commercial, business, trade, cargo, leisure, carbon 
footprint, greenhouse gases, concorde, technological  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To be able to order different aircrafts according to when they were 
first used 

 To understand when and how the first aeroplane was invented 
 To understand the different purposes of flights 
 To understand the impact that aeroplanes have had on the world and 

to describe the main changes that have occurred.  
 To study the significance of the Concorde 
 To form own opinions about this historical event referring to a range 

of sources. 

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Order images of different types of aircraft according to when the 
children think they were used. Children to explain their reasons for 
where they have placed each one 

 To learn about the invention of the first petrol engine aeroplane – 
who/when/why 

 Writing opportunity about the invention – newspaper report? 
 Brainstorm different types of flight and categorise them according to 

their purposes (leisure/holidays, business, military, transporting 
goods, collect information/drones). Reflect on how the purposes of 
flight have changed over time. 

 Learn about the impact that aeroplanes have had on the world and 
consider how these have changed over time (made travelling much 
quicker, environmental impact, jobs) 

 Study the Concorde and why it was a significant invention. Children to 
study this as a more in depth project to present to class. 

 Selects the most appropriate source of evidence for different tasks 
and to form their own opinion about key events. 

 Present information in the most appropriate way and can use a 
variety of ways to present information. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Title Lands of Myths and Legend – Life in Ancient Greece 

Overview The aim of this unit is for the children to gain an understanding of what life 
was like in Ancient Greece. They will study a range of sources and think about 
what we can learn from them. The children will study Greek life, as well as the 
achievements of the Ancient Greeks. They will learn about the influence that 
the Ancient Greeks had on the western world. 

Vocabulary  Artefact, BC/AD, chronological, empire, civilisation, Minoans, Mycenaean, 
Archaic Period, Classical Greece, Hellenistic Period, democracy, 
Athens/Athenians, Sparta/Spartans, Persian Empire, Pheidippides, trading, 
legacy  

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 To know where and when the Ancient Greek civilisation existed and 
compare this to other key historical time periods.  

 To order key events on a timeline 
 To understand what an empire is and how the Ancient Greek empire 

was established 
 To understand what life was like in Ancient Greece 
 To make comparisons between life Ancient Greece and life as a 

Roman 
 To explain the impact that the Ancient Greek empire had on the rest 

of the world 
 To evaluate the usefulness and accurateness of a source and can 

select the most appropriate sources of evidence to use for different 
tasks.   

 To show an understanding that past has been represented and 
interpreted in different way and to suggest how and why this happens.  

Suggested 
Learning 
Experiences 

 Order key events on a timeline  
 Ancient Greece workshop to teach about what life was like 
 Writing opportunities about daily life – diary entry/story/non-

chronological report 
 Compare life in Ancient Greece and life as a Roman  
 Research an achievement of the Greeks (alphabet, 

geometry/Pythagoras, Olympics etc.) and how it has impacted the 
rest of the world. 

 Selects the most appropriate source of evidence for different tasks 
and to form their own opinion about key events.  

 Present information in the most appropriate way and can use a 
variety of ways to present information. 

 

 


